Introduction
Another mechanism that influences characters in poeciliid fishes is character displacement. Several morphometric and meristic characters in sympatric populations of ecologically competitive species (Rivas, 1982) show variation; this results in greater differences between specimens in sympatric populations versus specimens in allopatric populations.
This was found also by Menzel & Darnell (1973) (Hubbs, 1922 (Hubbs, , 1924 (Hubbs, , 1926 (Hubbs, 1926) . These two conditions result in smaller specimens, with lesser body depth and a more anterior position of the dorsal and anal fins. It also results in a lower number of vertebrae and scales, and more fin rays in the unpaired fins (with a possible exception of the dorsal fin in P. reticulata (cf. Schmidt, 1919) ).
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The present paper records the variation in samples of Poecilia collected in El Salvador by Boeseman in 1953 (Boeseman, 1956 ). The material contains two species, P. salvatoris and P. marcellinoi.
These species occur sympatrically in two categories of biotopes: (1) fresh water (large river systems, like the Rio Lempa and river systems in the eastern part of the country, and the mountain lakes in the western part of the country), and (2) downstream localities with marine influences (relatively small rivers running from the mountain range to the Pacific Ocean) (Fig. 1 ).
Material and methods
Measurements were made by vernier callipers reading to 0.1 mm.
From the type locality of P. marcellinoi, morphometric and meristic data are recorded from both P. marcellinoi and P.
salvatoris, following Miller (1975) (Tables I & II (Tables III & IV) (Rosen & Bailey, 1963; Schulz & Miller, 1971 Anal fin with 9 rays, lateral scales 25-26 (Table I ).
The inner jaw teeth are tricuspid. Preorbital pores 1 and 2a present (Gosline, 1949) .
The gonopodium is similar to that of P. mexicana (Miller, 1975: 
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Comparisons. -The shape of the inner jaw teeth has proven critical in the recognition of species (Schultz & Miller, 1971) . Poecilia marcellinoi most resembles P. sphenops, another Central American species with tricuspid teeth (cf. Miller, 1983) . Like this species, P. marcellinoi also has 9 anal fin rays and rows of spots along the sides of the females.
Poecilia marcellinoi differs from P. sphenops in the number of scales around the caudal peduncle (modally 16). In P. sphenops (south of the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, Mexico) this is 18 (Schultz & Miller, 1971: 284 Poecilia salvatoris Regan, 1907 ( Tables II-IV (Figs. 4 &   5 ). Dorsal fin with 9-11 (modally 10) rays, anal fin with 9 rays, lateral scales 26-28 (Table II) . Inner jaw dentition unicuspid. Preorbital pores 1 and 2a are present. The gonopodium is similar to that in P. marcellinoi (Fig. 6b) 
Evaluation of the data
The data presented here are being subjected to further statistical analysis and will be presented more extensively in a subsequent paper.
Because of the small sample size of males (Table   IV) , the comparisons below are based on females.
From the little evidence presented, however, it seems that males generally show the same pattern of differentiation, sometimes even more pronounced. In freshwater habitats the size differences overlap (Table III (Hubbs, 1926) to be ecological modifications. His tables in the description of P. s. altissima (Hubbs, 1936: 238-245 Menzel & Darnell (1973) .
The ecomorphological variations noted here in Poecilia represent a shift in life history (Hubbs, 1926) . However, rather than an observed trade-off between growth and reproduction (Reznick, 1983) , there is also a trade-off between somatic growth and meristic differentiation (Hubbs, 1926 (Hubbs, 1926) .
Because populations interbreed readily, and occasional (Menzel & Darnell, 1973) 
